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From the President 


The first National Library Week is now history, 
and reports from the state and country as a whole 
indicate that results far beyond what anyone hoped 
or expected were obtained. Accounts which came 
to me concerning state activity revealed innumer- 
able unique and ingenious devices which were 
adopted by various libraries and communities to 
bring to the attention of the public at large the 
importance of books, libraries, and reading in our 
life today. In my own city even service club 
members were impressed and commented on the 
thoroughness of our campaign. To me that was 
a real achievement! Indications are that this week 
will be repeated next year, which should be a 
source of satisfaction for all of us. 

Undoubtedly all of you are aware by now that the State Library and State Aid 

" budgets escaped the drastic cuts which were handed out to practically all state 
institutions. and agencies. That such is the case is undoubtedly due to the very 
effective work of the Legislative Committee, and to the way in which librarians, 
trustees and the general public alike responded to the pleas of the committee 
with letters, telegrams, telephone calls and direct conversations with their legis- 
lators. Big bouquets are in order for all concerned. 
_ As you may have noted, the Governor has been authorized to undertake a 
feorganization of state agencies if the legislature doesn’t disapprove. Any such 
Teorganization could affect the State Library, with some suggestions having been 
made that it be put under the State Department of Public Instruction. Under 
the State Board for Libraries, the State Library has achieved an enviable reputa- 
tion throughout the country for the quality and effectiveness of its service. Any 
proposed changes in the control of the library should be given searching examina- 
‘tion by every member of M.L.A. for it is a matter of concern to all of us that 
the effectiveness of the State Library be maintained. 

Coming in for study by the Special Committee for the Study of Library Laws 
and the State Board for Libraries is the whole subject of penal fines. While no 
attempt was made this year to divert penal fines from libraries, (and incidentally 

this is the first time in at least three years that such an attempt has not been 
| made) it seems quite certain that there will be more attempts in the future. In 
"view of this, careful study of all phases of the law seems to be indicated. In addi- 
tion, if there is a revision of the state constitution, the Association should be 
Teady with suggestions for more effective collecting, handling, and distribution of 
__ the fines. 

- It is my pleasant duty to announce that approximately $700.00 are available 
| for loan from the Constance Bement Memorial Fund to students enrolled in 

Schools or departments of Library Science. Anyone interested is urged to write 

‘Mr. Frederick O’Hara, Department of Librarianship, Western Michigan Univer- 
; Kalamazoo, for details. Mr. O’Hara is chairman of the M.L.A. Scholar- 
~ ship Committee. 
~ To encourage students of Library Science to attend the annual M.L.A. con- 
, the Executive Board has voted to extend complimentary conference 
istrations to students in Library Science classes, on application from the teach- 
of the classes. 

Incidentally, the 1958 conference is set for the Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids, 
Ober 22 to 25. A tentative program and other information appears elsewhere 
his issue. James T. Farrell, well-known novelist, short story writer, and critic, 
been secured as speaker for the conference banquet. Plan to greet your 

librarians next October in Grand Rapids! 
Clifford B. Wightman 
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no cracked tray fronts... 


no broken trays! 


NEW LB 
SAFTI-PULL* 


hangs on te prevent “crash landings”! 


With the LB Safti-Pull, catalog trays hang 
onto your finger... cannot slip off. Cracked neventeia. iapcanetia Ghani: Ca 
oon fronts cere a nar due:to 2978 W. Grand Bivd., Detroit 2, Michigan 
ropping are virtua ; 
Handling of card file drawers is facilitated 
as trays are slipped in and out quickly, 
easily and safely. Easier on the eyes too, 
because the sight-size of the label holder 
has been increased... big enough for com- 
plete identification of a full tray’s contents. 
Take full advantage of the benefits 
offered by these ingenious pulls. Install 
them on your present card catalog trays! 
Specify the new LB Safti-Pull for your new 
catalog cases! Write the Library Bureau 
Specialist in your area for full details. 


*Standard on all new Library Bureau Catalog Cases. 
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You Did It! 





(Report of the MLA Legislative Committee) 


— Or rather, we did it — you at 
home, we the Legislative Committee, 
and lady luck, who presented us with 
the Federal Grants as a means of re- 
taining last year’s appropriations for 
the State Board for Libraries. 

The Legislative Committee was 
“rarin’” to go from Conference time 
on. At a workshop on December 10th 
we developed arguments in support of 
the cause, theoretically plumbed the 
minds of legislators, and got enlighten- 
ment from role playing of interviews 
with legislators and hearings. Further 
“ammunition” was obtained through the 
State Aid-State Library survey. This 
was all before the session began — and 
we were still thinking in terms of in- 
creases! 

Then came the long period when we 
“watched” but nothing much was hap- 
pening concerning libraries. However, 
“they also serve who only stand and 
wait”: — This time was utilized in get- 
ting acquainted with legislators, study- 
ing their biographies, their attitudes, and 
their public pronouncements. This 
knowledge came in very handy for those 
who were in Lansing during the last few 
weeks of the session! 


Trouble 


The first real inkling of impending 
doom came the Friday the Senate re- 
solved to hold the tax line and the Rep- 
resentatives decided to go home and 
find out what the people wanted. (The 
Communication Centers will remember 
that week-end, I’m sure! How does one 
let the people know the alternatives on 
such short notice??) 

Apparently the people replied, “No 
additional taxes”, for this was the basis 
on which the majority Republicans 
acted. When appropriation bills finally 
started coming out, there were cuts of 
various sizes all along the line and the 
Republicans held firm in their voting. 
As more and more bills passed through 
the two Houses, one could see the grow- 
ing confidence of majority leaders, the 





growing fatalism of many minority 
members, and glum, glum looks in the 
balconies. (The latter on the faces of 
people who represented various public 
services now expected to perform ad- 
ministrative miracles in order to recon- 
cile cuts with increased costs and de- 
mands. ) 

Obviously the same thing was about 
to happen with Higher Education — but 
the bill was a long time a-coming! 
Finally, when the session was about to 
reach the three-quarter mark, we got 
worried that action on our part might 
come too late to be effective with the 
Senate, so the Communication Centers 
were alerted for letters on the basis of 
‘he announced probability of 107 
across the board cuts. 

When the bill was at last introduced 
on March 17th a newsletter immediately 
went out to the membership. 

Unfortunately notice of the hearing 
of the Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee came so suddenly and it was held so 
late in the day that the committee mem- 
ber who was in Lansing could not at- 
tend. However, Mrs. Fyan and Mr. Hig- 
gins were on hand and presented the 
case for State Aid and the State Library. 
Furthermore, the Committee had been 
informed of our stand and the reasons 
for it through letters from the Execu- 
tive Board, the Legislative Committee, 
and their home district libraries, and 
had been given supporting evidence. 

Then came another wait, during 
which committee members talked to 
senators, but without much encourage- 
ment from either party. At the same 
time letters and supporting evidence 
went to the House Ways and Means 
Committee and a hearing was requested. 

On April Ist the bill came out of the 
Senate Committee in substantially the 
same form in which it had been intro- 
duced. Thus it was passed on the 3rd by 
the Senate, with the votes again along 
party lines. 

We now had about four or five legis- 
lative days to promote our cause in the 
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House! Over the Easter week-end fran- 
tic letters went out to the libraries in 
the districts of Republican representa- 
tives who might have some interest in 
preserving good library service. At about 
the same time snappy summaries of the 
situation and an explanation of the Fed- 
eral Aid program went to the represen- 
tatives themselves. These were followed 
up by as many personal interviews as 
possible, — on the floor, in the refresh- 
ment room, on elevators —- anywhere 
a familiar face appeared. 


The Hearing 

Our hearing in the House Ways and 
Means Committee came on Tuesday, 
Avril 8, almost the first thing in the 
morning, before we had even had a 
chance to parcel out the talking points 
amongst ourselves. This was attended by 
Mrs. Fyan, Mr. Higgins, and a well-in- 
formed and enthusiastic friend of the 
Okemos Library, and the undersigned. 
As it happened, only Mrs. Fyan and I 
had a chance to speak — and speak we 
did! (By that time I felt almost as 
though my life depended on avoiding 
cuts — and necessity transforms even 
those who normally prefer to express 
themselves in writing!) 

Here we had our first inkling that 
Federal Grants were to be the crucial 
issue. (Normally Federal programs are 
anathema to Republicans, but in this 
case Michigan would have lost more 
than would have been saved by the cuts 
and the total reduction in funds for 
library purposes would have been 
25%.) 

Naturally we had no idea what the 
Committee would do and no one broke 
the veil of secrecy. Therefore we had 
to prepare for an amendment from the 
floor in case Ways and Means should 
not amend, and again we made the 
rounds, this time with copies of the bill 
which we had amended to the amounts 
needed to qualify us for Federal Grants. 
However, only three Republicans ap- 
peared likely to support us in any case, 
though we were fairly sure of others if 
the line should be broken on Higher 
Education in general. Rep. Horrigan 
(D—Flint) was prepared to offer an 





amendment using the Governor's fig- 
ures, but it is unlikely that this would 
have passed, and we were keeping our 
fingers crossed that Rep. Crampton 
(R—Lapeer) might offer a substitute 
amendment using the slightly lower 
figures which we had given out as the 
minimum. 

The rest you already know from the 
Newsletter and the newspapers. 


The Key — Action on the Home Front 


It is much to the credit of legislators 
that, despite the extreme pressure under 
which they were working and the many 
pleas to which they had to listen, they 
were always courteous. Several seemed 
to take real pleasure in our good fortune 
when Ways and Means amended, and 
even those who firmly believed in hold- 
ing the line were friendly. Obviously 
lobbying of our sort is expected and 
often considered helpful — and cer- 
tainly without it we should get nothing, 
since everyone else is lobbying too. 

It is also noteworthy that we were 
told by members of both parties who 
were friendly to our cause that letters 
from home were extremely important. 
— Let us therefore highly resolve never 
to depend on the Legislative Commit- 
tee alone, for action on the home front 
is really at the core of legislative success. 
Without it the Legislative Committee 
becomes just another pressure group — 
with it they are regarded as representa- 
tives of local interests and therefore 
receive a much more favorable hearing. 


* * * *& * e 


Just as I was about to send in this 
report, the mail brought me the perfect 
quote to leave with you. This is from 
a letter written to Clover Flanders by 
Senators Smeekens, one of the more 
conservative Republicans in the Legis- 
lature: 


“While it is not my desire to in any 
way deflate the enthusiasm which you 
unquestionably are now enjoying, I am 
prompted to invoke a word of warning, 
similar to that which I extended a year 
ago, namely that this is a never ending 
battle and one which seldom realizes 
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success if conducted over a period of 





only two weeks each year, instead of 52 
weeks each year. 





If it is the desire of those dedicated 
to the Michigan Public Library system 
to promote and perpetuate the same 








system, then those same individuals will BUYING BOUND-TO-STAY- 

i i ivi i BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS is like 
have to begin eating, living, breathing bloptnensen-lisionadian deeibaaeadétine 
and sleeping this promotion program your budget — just because you get 
on a 24 hour a day basis, seven days a so much more for your money. 
week, 52 weeks a year. More and more school su- 


perintendents, purchasing agents and 
: i ee librarians are discovering this truth 
Unless this effort is inaugurated, you daily which accounts for the ever- 


imi : ss increasing demand for BOUND-TO- 
may expect similar harrowing experi STAY:-BOUND PRESOUND BOOKS. 
ences to that which you have just been 

3 . Available in over 16000 
going through these past weeks. 


popular juveniles titles — most for 
immediate delivery. Send for catalog 
Elizabeth von Oettingen, and special lists today. 


Chairman, MLA Legislative 


Committee 8 y Su. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND” PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLNOIS 
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Office Supplies 


PRICED TO SAVE YOU MONEY... 


THE DETROIT NEWS COMPANY 


Division of the American News Company 


2200 East Jefferson Avenue DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
Serving Since 1864 — May we serve you... please! 








Wheth Remembering — IT’S GOOD BUSINESS TO BUY IN THE CITY AND/OR STATE 
WHERE YOU PAY TAXES OR WHERE YOUR TAX SUPPORT COMES FROM. 























McClurg’s 
TEEN-AGE CATALOG 


Approved Books 
For Schools and Public Libraries 
Compiled by Mrs. Dilla MacBean 


This 144-page catalog contains reviews and 
publishers’ ads for books at the teen-age level. 
It’s easy to find the books of your choice — 
theyre listed categorically and indexed by 
author and title! All books appearing in this 
catalog have been carefully selected and 
favorably reviewed in one or more of the 
recognized book selection periodicals or publi- 
cations devoted to the library field. 
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The Nominations 1958 - 59 


In accordance with the provision of the Constitution of the Michigan Library 
Association, the Committee on Nominations and Elections presents the following 
candidates for office in the Association for the coming year. Official ballots are 
sent to all members in good standing. Results will be announced at the annual 
conference, October 22-25, Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids. 


FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 
(PRESIDENT-ELECT) 

FREDERICK H. WAGMAN, Director, Uni- 
versity Library, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. 

A.B. Amherst College, 1933; A.M. Columbia 
University, 1934; Ph.D. Columbia University, 
1942. 

Instructor of German in Extension, Columbia 
University, 1933-35; Teaching Fellow in German, 
Amherst College, 1936-37; Instructor in German, 
University of Minnesota, 1937-’42. U.S. Office 
of Censorship, Postal Division, 1942-45, suc- 
cessively Head. Planning Un:t. Head, Regulations 
and Training Section; Regulations Officer. Library of Congress, 1945-°53, suc- 
cessively Acting Director of Personnel and Acting Director of Administrative 
Services; Assistant Director of the Reference Department; Director, Processing 
Department; Deputy Chief Assistant, Librarian of Congress; Director of Admin- 
istration. Contributor to professional journals. Present position, 1953 to date. 

Member, ALA, MLA. Chairman, RATSD Committee on Resources, Sub-com- 
mittee on the National Union Catalog, 1950-....,; Chairman, ARL Committee on 
Near Eastern Materials. Member: DCC Board on Cataloging Policy and Research, 
1952-53; ALA Board on Resources, 1953 — (Chairman, 1956); ALA Nominat- 
ing Committee, 1952-53; ALA-DCC Catalog Code Revision Committee, 1954-.._.; 
ALA Council, 1957-....; Board of Directors, Council on Library Resources, Inc. 
Member, National Committee on South Asian Conference. 





MILDRED E. GINGHERICK, Catalog-Li- 
brarian, Assistant Professor of Library Science, 
Central Michigan College, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. 

A.B. Chadron, S.T.C., Chadron, Nebr., 1937; 
B.S. in L.S. University of Denver, 1940; A.M.L.S. 
University of Michigan, 1951. Graduate work, 
University of Denver, Summer 1956. Rural 
school teacher, Sheridan Co., Nebr., 1928-1936; 
High school teacher and librarian, Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado, 1937-1939; High School Librarian, 
Delta, Colorado, 1939-1942; High School Librar- 
: ian, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 1942-1944. Librar- 
rian, Arizona State College, Flagstaff, Arizona, 1944-1945. Present position, 
1945-....; Cataloging reviser, School of Librarianship, University of Denver, Sum- 
mer 1943; Cataloging, Long Beach State College, Long Beach, Calif., 1954; 
Acting Head of Library, Central Michigan College, Summers, 1955 and 1957. 
Member, A.L.A., M.L.A., M.E.A., A.A.U.W. Executive board member of Mich- 
igan Regional Catalogers, 1955-1958; Membership Committee, A.L.A., 1954- 
Membership Committee, M.L.A., 1954-1957. 


coeeg 








FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 

MRS. TERESE FLAHERTY, Librarian, Traverse City Public Library. Grad- 
uate, University of Wisconsin Library School. Library Assistant, Southeast Illinois 
State Teachers College; Detroit Public Library, Assistant, Branch Librarian, Chief, 
Book Selection; Grand Traverse Area Library Project Director. Chairman MLA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee, 1953-54; member Nominating Committee, 1955; 
Statement of Belief Committee, 1955; Nominating Committee, 1957; District VI 
Vice Chairman, 1953, Chairman, 1954. Member, MLA and ALA. 


ELEANOR B. SHORT, librarian, Manistee City Public Library, Manistee. 
A.B.L.S. University of Michigan, 1929; Assistant, Detroit Public Library, 1929- 
1940; Member, MLA Salary, Staff & Tenure Committee, 1955-1956; Member 
MLA Exhibits Committee, 1957; Vice-Chairman, District 6, MLA, 1955; Public 
Library, Manistee, 1947 to date. 


FOR SECRETARY 


ELIZABETH OVERMYER, Head of Branch Department, Flint Public Li- 
brary. A.B., University of Toledo, 1933. B.S. in L.S., Western Reserve Univer- 
sity, 1935. Branch Assistant, Rochester, New York, 1935-1936; Branch Librar- 
ian, Rochester, 1936-46; Assistant to Head of Branch Department, Toledo, 1946- 
47; Head, Branch Department, Flint, 1947 to date. Member A.L.A., M.L.A,, 
Quota Club, American Association University Women. 


LILLIAN ANDERSON, Head, Circulation Department, Kalamazoo Public 
Library. A.B. Kalamazoo College, 1926; B.S. in L.S. School of Library Service, 
Columbia University, 1931. Member A.L.A., M.L.A., Chairman M.L.A. Dis- 
trict I, 1940, Chairman M.L.A. Lending Section, 1941; Member M.L.A. Member- 
ship Committee, 1946; Chairman Library Technicians Program at M.L.A. State 
Meeting, 1953; Member Planning Committee, 1955; Chairman of Planning Com- 
mittee, 1956; Secretary, M.L.A. District I, 1958; Member Kalamazoo County 
School Employees Credit Union Board of Directors, 1956-1957; Secretary, 1957- 
1958. : 


FOR TREASURER 


ELIZABETH DRAKE, Community Librarian, Willard Library, Battle Creek, 
Michigan, 1955 to date. B. A. Otterbein College, Westerville, Ohio, 1953; M.S.L.S. 
Western Reserve University, 1954. Non-professional library assistant, Dayton 
Public Library, 1939-1942; work in technical libraries Wright-Patterson AFB, 
1942-1951. Head, Circulation Department, Public Libraries of Saginaw, 1954 
1955. Member A.L.A., M.L.A., Adult Education Association of Michigan. 
M.L.A. Committees: Salary, Staff and Tenure, 1955-1957; Liaison Committee 
for Library-Community Project, 1956-1957; Vice-Chairman, Adult Education 
Section, 1957; Chairman, Adult Education Section, 1958; Recruiting Committee, 
1958-1959. Faculty, Michigan State Library Workshop, St. Mary’s Lake, 1955; 
Planning Committee, Michigan Conference on Training Needs of Librarians in 
Adult Education, 1957. 


HAROLD D. MARTELLE, Librarian, Bacon Memorial Public Library, 
Wyandotte, Michigan. A.B. University of Michigan, 1950; Certificate of Librar- 
ianship Western Michigan University, 1951; A.M. George Peabody College, 
Nashville, Tenn., 1952. Branch Librarian, East Nashville Branch, Nashville 
Public Library, Nashville, Tenn., 1951-1952. Branch Librarian, Garden City 
Branch, Wayne County Public Library, 1952-53. Administrative Assistant to 
the County Librarian, Wayne County Public Library, 1953-56. Head Librarian, 
Bacon Memorial Public Library, Wyandotte, 1956 to date. Member M.L.A, 
and A.L.A. 
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STANLEY J. TANNER, Director, Public Libraries of Saginaw. University 
of Michigan, A.B. 1927; University of Michigan Library School, A.B.L.S. 1934; 
Staff, University of Michigan, 1939-42; Detroit Public Library, 1942-49; Direc- 
tor, Hamtramck Public Library, 1949-53; Director, Public Libraries of Saginaw, 
1953 to date. Member, M.L.A.-A.L.A.; M.L.A. Planning Committee, 1939; County 
Libraries Committee, 1939; Chairman, Federal Relations Committee, 1942; 
Chairman Institutes Sub-committee, 1943; Member Legislative Committee, 1952- 
53; Chairman Joint Committee on Library Development, 1954; Chairman Dis- 
trict V, 1957; Member National Book Week Committee (state), 1957-58; Chair- 


i man Saginaw Valley Regional Reference Committee, 1955 to date; Co-chairman 
AEA-M regional conference, 1958. Chairman, MLA Intellectual Freedom Com- 
mittee, 1956. 


CAROL THOMAS, Director, Kent County Library, Grand Rapids. B.A. Mil- 
waukee-Downer College, 1940; B.S.L.S., Columbia University Library School, 
1941; M.A.L.S. (advanced), University of Michigan Library School, 1955. Ref- 
erence Librarian, Winona, Minnesota, Public Library, 1942-1944; Assistant 
Librarian, Eastern New Mexico College Library, Portales, N.M., 1944-1945; 
Dearborn, Michigan, Public Library, 1945-1951; US Army Post Librarian, Nurn- 
berg, Germany, 1951-1953; Director, Kent County Library, 1955 to date. Mem- 
; ber: A.L.A., M.L.A., A.E.A., A.E.A. of Michigan, League of Women Voters; 
' Chairman, M.L.A. Legislative Committee, 1956-57. 
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Trustees’ 


Corner 


VIEWS 


A Trustee: A person or a corpora- 
tion to which property is conveyed to 
be held or managed for the benefit of 
others. How can we then, as library 
trustees, effectively advertise our librar- 
ies? By keeping them so inviting that 
once people have come in and browsed 
around they wll make it a_ habit, 
whether they want material on some 
particular subject or just a good enter- 
taining story. We must meet the chal- 
lenge of television and this modern age 
by providing the greatest service pos- 
sible to our community. 


This is a good time to evaluate our 
libraries’ services. Have we offered our 
patrons what they want, and what they 
need? Is our library attractive and ap- 
pealing to children? Is our library con- 
sidered an integral part of the com- 
munity by the residents? Are each of us 
growing professionally as a trustee in a 
way that exemplifies the high standards 
we desire in our libraries? 


A good way to help us all to measure 
up to these standards expected of us is 
to belong to the Michigan Library As- 
sociation. Let us share our accomplish- 
ments and our problems through this 
association, and make it stronger by our 
increasingly active membership. 


Mrs. Jack Vrable, Chairman 
Trustee Section 





The 
H. R. Huntting Company Inc. 


offers 
Prompt and Efficient Service 


and 
GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 
on 
Books of All Publishers 
In All Bindings 


CATALOGS ON REQUEST 


29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 











We are pleased to announce the 


appointment of ARTHUR C. GAU 


as our Michigan representative. 


ASSOCIATED LIBRARIES, 
INC. 


3622 PEARL STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 4, PENNA. 


CHILDREN’S PREBOUND BOOKS 
OUR EVERWEAR BINDINGS ARE 
GUARANTEED TO LOOK BETTER, 
WEAR LONGER AND COST LESS. 
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Michigan College Library Salaries, 1957-1958 


(Prepared by the 1958 M.L.A. Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee, 
Joanne Harvey, Chairman) 


In compiling this survey as a continuation of a previous survey of public li- 
brary salaries, the Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee hopes that it will be of 
use to Michigan libraries. The members of the comm‘ttee wish to thank the 
librarians who answered the questionnaires so promptly and thoughtfully. 

A 2/3 response to the questionnaires mailed to college libraries in Michigan 
was received which the committee feels is excellent. Some libraries did not 
answer the questions for various reasons: not the policy to publish salaries; no 
salary schedule in force; services contributed by faculty members; use of the 
facilities of other libraries; or projected salary schedules not yet in force. Four 
of those who answered wished to remain anonymous. 


1. Salaries of head librarians* 

Salary Annual Increment 
Eastern Michigan $7800-9600 $200 
Ferris Institute 6400-8000 200 
Henry Ford Community 8675—10,055 300 

(10 months) 
Marygrove College 6500 
Michigan College of Mining 

and Technology 6000-8500 Merit raise 
Northern Michigan 7800-9600 200 
Michigan State 12,000 
University of Detroit No limit 5% 
Wayne State University 13,400 Negotiated 
10 mos. 

Western Michigan University 8900 (10 mos. plus 1/6 

extra for 2 summers 

out of 3) 
Anonymous 4800 
Anonymous 5000-7000 200-400 
Anonymous No scale 


Anonymous Not specified 


. Salaries of department heads 
Eastern Michigan $5400-7200 (10 mos. 200 
plus extra for summer) 
4500-5000 
Michigan College of Mining.. 5000-6000 Merit raise 
Northern Michigan 5600-7200 (plus 1/6 200 
for summer session) 
Michigan State 4740-5640 180 
6060-7440 240 
University of Detroit 4600-5775 5% 
University of Michigan 7284-9000 Not applicable 
Wayne State 7787-8899 360 
Western Michigan 200 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 200 


Anonymous Not specified 
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3. Salaries of assistant department heads 
Michigan State $4400-5340 $180 
University of Michigan 6420-6840 Not applicable 
Wayne State 6674-7787 360 
Anonymous 200 
Anonymous Not specified 


Beginning librarian (Master’s) 
Salary Annual Increment 
Eastern Michigan $4800-6600 $200 
(10 mos. plus add. 
for summers session) 
Ferris Institute 4750-5550 200 
(9 mos. plus $1150 
for 12 wks. summer 
term) 
Henry Ford Community 4980-7785 300 
(10 mos.) 
Marygrove 4320 
Northern Michigan 5000-6600 200 
Michigan State 4400-5340 180 
University of Detroit 4600-5000 
University of Michigan 4440-4884 Not applicable 
Wayne State 5562-6674 360 
Western Michigan 4800 200 
(Univ. rate for 
instructor) 
Anonymous 3600 
Anonymous 4000-5000 
Anonymous 


Beginning librarian (4th year degree) 
Only two libraries showed schedules for this class. One replied it had none 
but would employ at the same level as class 4, with experience. 
Henry Ford Community $4580-7385 $300 
(10 mos.) 
Anonymous 3000—4000 200 


*The name of the library is listed only when the question was answered. 





LIBRARIANS IN NEED OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO ATTEND THE WORK- 
SHOP FOR LIBRARIANS WORKING WITH CHILDREN, WHICH IS BEING 
SPONSORED BY THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY PROJECT AT HIGGINS LAKE, 
JUNE 23 - 27, ARE URGED TO WRITE MR. FREDERICK O’HARA, DEPARTMENT 
OF LIBRARIANSHIP, WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, KALAMAZOO. 
MR. O‘HARA IS CHAIRMAN OF THE M.L.A. SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE. 











REMEMBER! ... The Name That Can 


Solve “All” Your Binding Problems Is... 


DENOL BINDING COMPANY 


3957 ST. CLAIR AVENUE 


CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 


REGULAR PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE AT NO COST 


BETTER SERVICE AND PRICES 


JOHN CASSIDY, Sales Representative 


“BOUND” TO MEET YOUR SATISFACTION 





Report From Your ALA Councilor 


MIDWINTER MEETING JANUARY 1958 
Ethel Yabroff 


No decisions of earth shaking propor- 
tions were reached at the Council meet- 
ing of ALA which was held at the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel in Chicago on Janu- 
ary 29th and 30th. A Resolution was 
passed calling on Congress to support 
legislation providing for $7,000,000 for 
carrying out the provisions of the Fed- 
eral Aid to Libraries Bill. A Resolution 
was passed commending the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce for its project 
Operations Libraries and a statement 
was approved indicating the important 
role that libraries play in the whole field 
of education. 

Three committees of Council pre- 
sented progress reports on the questions 
of membership participation at Council, 
Chapter Alternates, and on a set of pro- 
cedures for Council. 


Membership Participation 


Under the question of membership 
Participation at midwinter, the com- 


mittee found by questioning the presi- 
dents and vice presidents of all sections 
and divisions that the majority favored 
restricting mid-winter to Council meet- 
ings and working committees and 
boards. The reasons back of this posi- 
tion involved the expense to the mem- 
bership if we had two membership 
meetings a year; the difficulty of getting 
time off for two meetings; the difficulty 
of finding a place in which to hold two 
large meetings annually; the additional 
expense to headquarters; the danger of 
having the middle west control associa- 
tion affairs if one of the membership 
meetings was always held in Chicago; 
the difficulty of arranging the schedule 
to provide for all of the working groups 
in addition to programs for member- 
ship. (This year 1461 members where 
registered and 267 meetings were held) 

This committee will explore the ques- 
tion further and report at the San Fran- 
cisco meeting to Council. 
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Chapter Alternates 


The question of electing or having 
alternates for Councilors representing 
Chapters was raised by the MLA in 
January 1957 at Council. A committee 
was appointed to explore the subject. 
The committee suggested several al- 
ternative methods of selecting an Alter- 
nate namely: 


1. A_ single Alternate could be 
elected at the same time the Councilor 
is elected, both to be briefed between 
Council meetings so as to be prepared 
to vote and to discuss issues. 


2. The presidents or president-elect 


could be designated as an Alternate for 
each Chapter. 


3. Alternates for Councilors could 
be appointed by the Chapter president 
with a proviso that the ALA office be 
notified of substitution within a stated 
period prior to Council meetings. 


4. All Councilors could be elected 
At Large thus doing away with a Coun- 
cilor representing a specific Chapter. 

In favor of the existing system of no 
substitutions it can be stated that the 
creation of alternates may serve to di- 
vide or lessen the responsibility of in- 
div duals as Council members. That the 
Council is sufficiently large and repre- 
sentative to assure the presentation of 
a broad point of view, and that any 
member of the association may rise to 
the floor and be heard. That the multi- 
plication of further Council members 
would further complicate the adminis- 
tration of what is already a large and 
complex organization. 

As a result of its deliberation the 
committee recommended that more 
adequate information on attendance 
under the present plan be obtained and 
that the committee report back to Coun- 
cil in January 1959. 

The MLA Executive Board has felt 
very strongly the desirability of having 
alternates and favored the first plan 
proposed of electing alternates at the 
same time that the Councilor was 
elected. We felt this because the Coun- 
cilor is elected for four years and one 
cannot know in advance that he will 


be able to attend eight meetings that 
will take him all over the country. The 
Council feels that only an act of God or 
absence from the country should be a 
satisfactory excuse for absence from 
Council. 

After listening to the arguments ad- 
vanced, your Councilor began to feel 
that perhaps an alternate is not as im- 
portant as at first suggested. As I have 
indicated, anyone in attendance may 
speak over the microphone on any 
subject being considered by Council. 
The president of a Chapter if present 
could always speak for or against a 
sui ject if a Chapter has a definite 
position. If a Councilor knowing that 
he was not going to be present would 
forward all of the literature sent to him 
in advance of Council to the president 
of the Chapter, the President could be 
well informed. If the President was not 
present then some other member of 
Council from Michigan could present 
our point of view. Of course this plan 
would mean that we would not have a 
vote but this would only be of real im- 
portance in the case of a decision in 
which the Council was evenly divided. 
Since the Council votes are primarily 
voice voted and really represent con- 
census, a close vote rarely occurs. 


Council Procedures 


The third committee was concerned 
with Council procedures. We discussed 
questions concerning the size of Coun- 
cil, its seating, the advisability of hold- 
ing a briefing meeting of Council be- 
fore the open meeting is held, etc. No 
action was taken at this time but the 
committee hopes to be able to report at 
San Francisco. As a result of the dis- 
cussion, a breakfast will be held for 
Council in San Francisco before the 
first open Council meeting where we 
will have an opportunity to go over the 
minutes of the Executive Board and ask 
questions. 

If you have strong feelings on any 
of these subjects, won’t you please write 
them out and send them to your Coun- 
cilor. She would appreciate hearing 
from her constituents. 





CONFERENCE NEWS 
M.L.A. Tentative Conference Program 


9 A.M. - 8:30 P.M. 
12 Noon - 2 P.M. 


2:30 P.M. - 3:45 P.M. 


4 P.M. - 5:15 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. - 10 P.M. 


8 A.M. - 10 A.M. 

9 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

10 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M.- 3:45 P.M. 
4 P.M. - 5:15 P.M. 


7 P.M. 


9 A.M. - 8:30 P.M. 

10 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. 
10 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. 
12 Noon - 2 P.M. 

2:30 P.M. - 3:45 P.M. 


4 P.M. - 5:15 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. - 10 P.M. 


9 A.M. - 12 Noon 
8 A.M. - 9:45 A.M. 


10 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. 
12 Noon 


Pantlind Hotel, Grand Rapids 
October 22 - 25, 1958 


Wednesday, October 22 


REGISTRATION 
COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARY SECTION 
LUNCHEON 
CATALOG SECTION LUNCHEON 
GENERAL SESSION 
Speaker to be announced 
STORY TELLING FESTIVAL 
GENERAL SESSION 
Address of Welcome 
President’s Report 
Keynote Speech 


Thursday, October 23 


EXHIBITORS’ BREAKFAST 

REGISTRATION 

COLLEGE SECTION 

COLLEGE SECTION 

MEETING OF OLD AND NEW BOARDS OF M.L.A.., 
COMMITTEE AND SECTION CHAIRMEN 

CONFERENCE BANQUET 
Speaker: James T. Farrell — Novelist, Short story 
writer, and critic. “The 1920’s and Today in Litera- 
ture”. 


Friday, October 24 


REGISTRATION 
TRUSTEES SECTION BOARD MEETING 
GENERAL SESSION 

M.L.A. Business Meeting 
SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S SECTION LUNCHEON 
HOSPITAL LIBRARIANS SECTION LUNCHEON 
GENERAL SESSION 

Speaker to be announced 
STORY TELLING FESTIVAL 
GENERAL SESSION 

Sponsored by Reference Section 


Saturday, October 25 


REGISTRATION 

SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S SECTION BREAK- 
FAST AND BUSINESS MEETING 

GENERAL SESSION 

CONFERENCE LUNCHEON 
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Registration Desk Schedule 


Wednesday, October 22 — 9 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m. 


Thursday, October 23 — 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 


Friday, October 24 — 9 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. 


Saturday, October 25—9 a.m. to 12 
noon. 


Registration for entire 
conference 

Daily Registration 
(For students enrolled in library 
science classes, no registration 
fee if request made in advance 
by instructor) 

Breakfasts 

Luncheons 

Conference Banquet 

(Meal prices include tax and tip) 


Hotel Information 


Room Rates — Pantlind Hotel 
Single with bath—$6.00 to $10.00 
Double bed, bath—$8.00 to $12.00 
Twin beds, bath—$10.50 to $19.00 
Two Single Rooms, Connecting 

bath — $5.00 and $6.00 per room 


Other 
available. 


type accommodations also 


Make reservations directly with Pant- 
lind Hotel as soon as possible. 


Tours 


Visits to the annual Book Fair ar- 
ranged by the Grand Rapids Public 
Library at its West Side Branch, and 
to its new Ottawa Hills branch building 
will be available throughout the con- 
ference. 








Colonial Book Service 


Specialists in supplying the out-of- 
print books as listed in all Library In- 
dices (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Cata- 
vied 


logue; Speech, etc. . 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 














M.L.A. and M.A.S.L. 


For some time it has been felt that a statement concerning the purpose and 
field of responsibility of the School and Children’s Section of M.L.A. and The 
Michigan Association of School Librarians was in order. At the request of Miss 
Charlotte Coye, President of M.A.S.L., a joint committee of the two groups was 
formed consisting of Ruby Brown, Fannie Robinson, Josephine Smith, repre- 
senting M.A.S.L. and Donna Perrine, Laura Long, and Ethel Yabroff, M.L.A. 

The following statements should clarify any confusion that may have existed 


in the past. 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND FIELD OF RESPONSIBILITY 


M.L.A. 
School and Children’s Section 


As a section of M.L.A. our responsi- 

bilities are: 

1. To cooperate with all other 
M.L.A. sections in support of the 
Association’s Statement of Belief 
that the interests and activities of 
the Association should include 
libraries of all types — school, 
college, university, hospital, spe- 
cial and public libraries. 

. To work for the passage of pro- 
gressive library legislation. 

. To support the philosophy as ex- 
pressed in the Statement of Be- 
lief (See Michigan Librarian De- 
cember 1955). 

The section has a special responsibil- 

ity: 

1. To promote the personal and 
professional growth of librarians 
working with children and young 
people. 

. To increase the awareness of 
Michigan’s Colleges and Universi- 
ties, school administrators and 
public library administrators, 
teachers and the community of 
the value of the library in the 
school educational program. 

. To increase the awareness of 
Michigan public library admin- 
istrators and the community of 
the value of library work with 
children and young people in pub- 
lic libraries. 

. To support established standards 
of librarianship and to work to 
improve these standards. 

- To work for the improvement of 
library facilities. 





Michigan Association 
of School Librarians 


MASL purposes and objectives are 
(1) to advance a high standard of 
librarianship and library service 
in the schools of Michigan 
(2) to strengthen the bonds of pro- 
fessional relationships 
to act as an interpreter of school 
library service to educators 
to work cooperatively with other 
state and national organizations 
to improve all aspects of the 
educational program 
to encourage administrators, 
teachers, and librarians to pro- 
vide the best possible library ex- 
periences for children and young 
people in the schools of Mich- 
igan. 
MASL active membership includes 
(1) school librarians 
(2) superintendents, princivals and 
teachers 
(3) teachers and students of Library 
Science Schools 
(4) school library supervisors 
(5) others interested in school li- 
braries. 
MASL meetings 
(1) are regional as well as state-wide 
(2) and programs emphasize 
(a) planning libraries with ad- 
ministrators and teachers 
(b) exchanging ideas and dis- 
cussing mutual problems 
with school board mem- 
bers, school administrators, 
teachers and curriculum di- 
rectors 
(c) discussing school library 
standards at all levels 
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6. 
Us 


8. 


To recruit for the profession. 

To foster cooperation among all 
library agencies. 

To stimulate the use of library 
services by the community and to 
urge the use of the talented re- 
sources in the community by the 
library. 


The section implements these respon- 
sibilities by the following program: 


iB 


In service training is provided at 

a. Spring Institute with emphasis 
on children’s work 

b. Fall Institute with emphasis 
on school library work 
Center State Institute w'th em- 
phasis on the librarian of the 
small public library and the 
teacher doing library work 
with children. 

Sessions of general interest are 

provided at the annual meeting 

of the Association. 

Opportunities are provided for 

young people to learn about the 

profession by working in school 

and public libraries. 

Members participate on commit- 

tees of the Association. 

Members write articles on library 

service to children and young peo- 

ple for school and library period- 

icals. 

Members work with State and 

community leaders for the im- 

provement and extension of li- 

brary facilities. 

Members plan programs and ac- 

tivities in libraries for which peo- 

ple in the community are invited 

to contribute their abilities and 

talents. 





OCTOBER DEADLINE 


MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN 


AUGUST 20 


promoting libraries or |j- 
brary service for every 
school 
high-lighting the importance 
of establishing school |j- 
brary service on the elemen- 
tary level 
(f) the recruiting of librarians 
and student library assist- 
ants 
(g) cooperating with the De. 
partment of Public Instruc- 
tion and educational asso- 
ciations 
working cooperatively with 
the faculties-of the library 
training agencies in the 
State 
(3) are often held in new school 
libraries. 
MASL publishes 
FORWARD which offers profession- 
al help to both librarians and admin- 
istrators. 
MASL is a department of the Michigan 
Education Association. 








OUR PREBOUND 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


® look better 
® last longer 
® cost less 


Charles M. Gardner & Co. 


Scranton, Pa. 


Known for 
FAST - FRIENDLY - RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

















moST ER... «. 


SUMMER WorKSHOP: June 23-26, Hig- 
gins Lake, sponsored by ALA Library 
Community Project and the Mich- 
igan State Library Workshop for 
librarians working with children in 
public libraries and elementary 
schools. Subject: Reaching Children 
Through Adults. 

RETIRING: William Webb, Director- 
Emeritus, Flint Public Library, after 
thirty years of honorable service to 
the library and community. Mr. 
Webb was President of M.L.A. in 
1927 and 1928. 

APPOINTED: Edward Melanson, for- 
merly with the Detroit Public Li- 
brary, as first assistant librarian in 
the new business and industry de- 
partment, Flint Public Library. 

New: Mrs. Mary Mace Spradling, for- 
merly branch librarian, Louisville 
Public Library, as Young People’s 
Librarian, Kalamazoo Public Library. 

Dizs: Jesse Thorpe, head librarian, 
Central Michigan College, after a 
long illness. Long an active member 
of M.L.A., just recently Mr. Thorpe 
was named to Who’s Who in Amer- 
ican Education. 

Mrs. FRANCES J. BREWER: Chief of 
the Rare Books Division, Detroit 
Public Library, has spent three years 
writing a definitive bibliography of 
James Branch Cabell: A Bibliography 
of His Writings, Biography and Criti- 
cism. The book has just been pub- 
lished by the University of Virginia 
Press, with a Foreword by Mr. 
Cabell. 

Diep: Anna L. French, former head 
librarian, Western Michigan Univer- 
sity, 1918 to 1946, at Kalamazoo. 

RETIRED: Helen Thorpe, Chief of the 
Social Sciences Dept., Detroit Public 
Library after 41 years; and Marietta 
Quinn, Home Reading Department, 
DPL after 45 years. A tea was given 
honoring them for their many years 
of service to Detroit. 

Joun G. Lorenz: former Assistant 
State Librarian has been appointed 
Head of the Library Services Branch 
of the U. S. Office of Education. 








FOLLETT LIBRARY 
BOUND BOOKS 


Let the Follett 
GUIDE TO GOOD READING 
be your GUIDE when ordering 


Library Bound Juveniles. 


Ask for catalog LB-8 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Bivd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 








NEW 


MULTI-COPY 
OVERDUE NOTICES 


e Save typing expense 


e One typing gives 


three notices 


Write for sample and prices! 











% GAYLORD BROS., INC. 


Library Supplies 











SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

















NEWBERY-CALDECOTT 
AWARDS BANQUET 

The 1958 Newbery-Caldecott Awards 
Banquet will be held during the ALA 
Conference at San Francisco, Califor- 
nia on Tuesday, July 15, 1958 in the 
beautiful Garden Court and Rose Room 
of the Sheraton Palace Hotel. A cock- 
tail bar for the general public attending 
the dinner will be set up in the adjoin- 
ing Grill Room. 

Assignments of seats will be made on 
a priority bas‘s, but block purchases will 
not necessarily assure group seating. 

The banquet ticket is $8.50 includ- 
ing tax and gratuity. Send check or 
money order to Mrs. Jean C. Bishop, 
Richmond Public Library, Civic Center, 
Richmond, California. 

At these annual Newbery-Caldecott 
banquets the awards are given for 
“the most distinguished contribution to 
American Literature for children” and 
“the most distinguished picture book of 
the year”. The recipients of these 
awards accept with a speech. This is a 
rare opportunity to hear from an author 
and an illustrator. To those who see 


only the finished book these acceptance. 


speeches give an insight into the back- 
ground and work which goes into pro- 
ducing a fine book. 


M.L.A. NEWCOMER’S DAY — 1958 

Kellogg Center, Michigan State Uni- 
versity, was the scene of the Newcom- 
er’s Day for 1958. Approximately 75 
people attended the annual get together 
of librarians who are new to the state 
of Michigan. The conference partici- 
pants were composed of personnel from 
the public and university libraries. 

The theme of the program, “Know 
the Michigan Library Association”, was 
highlighted by excellent reports from 
various committee chairmen regarding 
their activities during the past year. To 
tie these reports together, Jackson 
Towne, Librarian at Michigan State 
University, gave an historical prospec- 
tive reminiscing on his 25 years in the 
M.L.A. Clifford B. Wightman, current 





OF INTEREST .... 


President of the Association, talked 
about the M.L.A. as it operates in 1958, 
The committee felt that all Newcomers 
left the meeting with a much better 
idea of the activities of the Association. 

Richard E. Chapin, Chairman 


HOSPITAL LIBRARIES SECTION 


A spring meeting of the Hosoital 
Libraries Section was held in the Inter- 
national Institute in Flint, Aoril 18, 
1958. Miss Helen Cooper was hostess. 

The program consisted of two revorts 
by members of the section: Mrs. Cath- 
erine Hollis explained the function and 
work of the Interassociation Hospital 
Libraries Committee, and Miss Gens- 
vieve Casey gave a report on the pro- 
posed research project of the Biblio. 
therapy Committee of the Association 
of Hospital and Institutional Libraries 
and the American Library Association. 

Mrs. Hollis said the Interassociation 
Hospital Libraries Association was es- 
tablished in 1954. Memberships repre- 
sented were: the American Library As- 
sociation, the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion, the Michigan Library Association 
and Special Libraries Association. It 
was felt that many studies and projects, 
if undertaken cooperatively would be 
more comprehensive, would eliminate 
unnecessary duplication of effort, and 
would carry more prestige as a joint 
activity. The work of the committee is 
advisory. Some of the subjects of in- 
terest to all hospitals were: recruiting, 
public relations, implementing the 
standards, manual for patient libraries, 
surveys, writer’s bureau, and collecting 
floor plans for hospital libraries. Mrs. 
Hollis spoke with authority as she is a 
member of this committee. 

Miss Casey stated that hospital li- 
brarians had been concerned about the 
effects of reading on the attitudes and 
behavior of patients and the feasibility 
of the use of books as a form of ther- 
apy since 1923. In 1939 the Hospital 
Division of the American Library As- 
sociation established a Bibliotherapy 
Committee to explore the possibility of 
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using books as a treatment to reshape 
attitudes. The Bibliotherapy Commit- 
tee proposed at the Kansas City Con- 
ference in June, 1957, that an inter- 
disciplinary committee be set up to out- 
line the basic questions and identify 
researchable areas with regard to the 
effect of reading, and, that a research 
foundation be approached to finance 
this study. In a meeting in Washing- 
ton, D.C., in December, 1957, the proj- 
ect was more specifically defined. A 
research foundation to finance the pro- 
posal is now being approached. As 
Chairman of the Bibliotherapy Commit- 
tee, Miss Casey has contributed much 
in time and effort to the project. 

Charlotte B. Jones, Secretary 


COUNTY AND REGIONAL 
LIBRARY SECTION 

The County and Regional Library 
Section held a svecial business meeting, 
Friday, February 21st at the Ingham 
County Library. The By-laws of the 
section, with changes suggested by the 
committee were read and discussed. A 
vote by mail before the fall meeting is 
planned. 

Preliminary plans for a workshop on 
County Library Service to schools at 
Haven Hill, June 10-11 were made. 
Miss Dorothy Olmstead, Genesee 
County, is the general chairman of this 
workshop committee. 

Miss Dorothy Hiatt, Macomb Coun- 
ty Library and chairman of the section’s 
committee on school services, presented 
definitions of school and public library 
service. This committee will be in 
eae of the study program at Haven 

ill. 

Miss Kay Wilson, Muskegon County 
Library, was named general chairman 
of a conference for trustees and librar- 
ians, to be held April 17th at the Mus- 
kegon County Library. The county 
librarians and trustees will review their 
history and point up their problems at 
this meeting. Mr. Leonard Gernant, 
Assistant Director of Field Services, 
Western Michigan University, will be 
the discussion leader. 

In the afternoon a panel discussion 
on public relations was presented by 
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Mrs. Fannie Noonan, Michigan State 
Library, Mrs. Marjorie Federowski, 
Cass County Library and Mrs. Mary 
Mitchell, Detroit Public Library. Thir- 
ty-two persons were present from 13 
county libraries. 4 trustees, and repre- 
sentation from the Michigan State Li- 
brary and MLA. 

Jeannette Roberts, Chairman 


LIBRARY BOOK MENDING 
WORKSHOP HELD 

The Lenawee County Library spon- 
sored a “Library Book Mending Work- 
shop” Wednesday, March 26, in the 
Lincoln School Library, Adrian, Mich- 
igan. Mr. Milton Park from Gaylord 
Brothers, Inc. showed new technizues 
that kee> books in good condition. New 
library supplies w:th their versat'le qual- 
ities were demonstrated. Twenty-two 
county school and public librarians, 
with a few of their high school student 
assistants were present. Mrs. Barbara 
Stroebel, elementary school librarian for 
the city of Adrian, was hostess. 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARIANS SPRING INSTITUTE 

The Librarian in The New Age was 
the challenging and special theme for 
the annual School and Children’s Li- 
brarians Spring Institute held at the 
Kellogg Center for Continuing Educa- 
tion, Michigan State University on Aoril 
25, and 26, in this year when the Mich- 
igan Library Association’s emphasis is 
Cooperation and Expansion: A Library 
Network in Michigan. 

Dr. Rose Lammell, Professor of 
Science Education, Wayne State Uni- 
versity, emphasized the keen scientific 
interest of the children in this new age. 
They have an eagerness not yet satis- 
fied in many schools nor met in the 
libraries. She underlined the need for 
more science books to be made avail- 
able. The book on the special subject 
which amplifies textbook information 
is most valuable. Greater attention 
should be paid to each child’s special 
interest and ability, as he often reads 
material far ahead of his grade level if 
he wants to find out about something. 
By developing the special interests in 


science the following general objectives 
may best be achieved: 

(1) To develop skill 
solving; 

(2) Understanding of how scientists 
work; 

(3) Understanding of our environ- 
ment both by the study of fac- 
tors of social living and through 
pursuit of personal hobbies; 

(4) To give clues for handling mis- 
information. 

The need for accurate informative re- 
views of scientific writing was pointed 
out, so that the librarian would be 
helped to secure recent, accurate and 
safe books for her library. 

At the Idea Fest which followed Miss 
Katherine Butson, Franklin Branch, De- 
troit, who confessed to not having a 
background in science, told of her sum- 
mer science club which developed a 
wild flower garden, studied birds, 
leaves, insects and the books about 
them. 


in problem 


Mrs. Nancy Moran, Wayne County 
Library, described the Belleville Hobby 
and Travel Club, the five summer read- 
ing clubs at Lincoln Park, and the 
Plymouth Library exhibit of minerals 
and rocks, and the library-sponsored 
lecture on the Vanguard satellite. 

Mrs. Marion Richards of Madison 
Heights, though on a short-hour sched- 
ule, sponsors a Science Club with thirty- 
one members. This club began as one 
of the National Library Week Discove:- 
Your-Library features. Miss Doris 
Sutherland, Elementary School Librar- 
ian of Lansing, reported a school 
science fair and the opportunity to pro- 
vide books for preparation and follow 
up of the varied projects. Mrs. Marion 
Hill, now in the science department, 
Sexton High School, but formerly a 
kindergarten teacher, eloquently ex- 
plained the ways librarians can work 
with teachers and parents in putting the 
right books in the way of young stu- 
dents. 





SERVICE 
ry 
QUALITY 


\U 
EFFICIENCY 


A reputation 


that keeps growing 


Diversification is a great temptation to industry 
today; for many it has seemed the wisest course. 
HECKMAN stands against it in their operation, 
although the opportunities have been many. 
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At the Friday evening session, Dr. 
William Walsh of Michigan State Uni- 
versity speculated about Our Worlds 
and Other Worlds and considerations 
about traveling in space. He empha- 
sized the human problems and cited as 
present benefits of rivalry in scientific 
invention, the pressure for better 
schools, awareness of need for contin- 
uing study by adults, and greater inte- 
gration of library, schools and commu- 
nity. The task of the librarian in help- 
ing people lessen the cultural lag by 
providing magazines, films, tapes, in- 
formation about television programs, 
and participating in closed circuit tele- 
vision will require increased training 
and concentration on professional func- 
tions. 

On Saturday morning Mr. Louis C. 
Doyle, Chrysler Corporation, Detroit, 
gave a “Look Into The Future”. He 
sharpened the perspective by first citing 
the predictions made in 1938 by one 
author who lamented that there was 
nothing to do in the future but main- 
tain the status quo. A comparison of 
conditions then and now established 
our confidence in what the great num- 
ber of children now in our schools and 
libraries, will accomplish when they are 
engaged in the affairs of the world in 
1978. He pointed out the necessity for 
a greater number of college educated 
workers and for continuing study be- 
yond college to keep pace with techno- 
logical developments. 

Dr. William Form, Michigan State 
University, pointed out that the sociol- 
ogist searching for Public Images of 
Librarians find that children, teachers, 
administrators and parents each paint 
their own picture and judge him from 
their own point of view. The librarian 
is least effective with children and par- 
ents of the lower economic groups and 
the greatest change in approach and 
services is needed to win them to a 
favorable idea of the librarian. The 
challenge is for each librarian to accept 
the tasks that are professional, to reject 
unprofessional services and to strive to 
uphold the importance of the intellec- 
tual versus the purely technical, the rec- 
reational, to make vital the cosmopol- 
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itan over the provincial and the long 
run over the short. 

Exhibits of books and free materials 
were arranged by Mrs. Winnifred Cross- 
ley of the Michigan State Library and 
Mrs. Mary Ann Stevenson, Ann Arbor. 
Mrs. Lorena N. Bailey, Dearborn, Miss 
Loretta Farris, Detroit, and Mrs. Mary 
Flannigan, Hamtramck, prepared a 
number of fine reading lists for distri- 
bution. They with Mrs. Katherine A. 
Doran, Muskegon and Mrs. Nancy 
Moran, Detroit, were on the planning 
committee. Mrs. Mary F. Bobinski, the 
chairman of the Institute, cleverly and 
graciously tied the component parts into 
one glowing experience. 

Donna Perrine, Sexton High School, 
Lansing, Section Chairman and Frances 
E. Whitehead, Detroit Public Library, 
Chairman-elect and Ruby Brown, Frost 
Intermediate School, Jackson, Secretary, 
were active in the planning, and acted 
as hostesses between the sessions to the 
one hundred seventeen members and 
the six guest speakers. 

Sarita Davis 


LOOKING BACK — OCT. 1913 

(From the /ron Ore, a weekly news- 
paper published in Ishpeming, 1880- 
1954) 

The first annual meeting of the Up- 
per Peninsula Library Association will 
be held in conjunction with the educa- 
tional meetings. An organizational 
meeting of this association was held a 
short time ago when temporary com- 
mittees were chosen to make arrange- 
ments for the annual affair. William 
P. Belden, a member of the local library 
board, and Mrs. Nellie Brayton, Librar- 
ian of the Carnegie Library in this city, 
will present papers. 

PROGRAM 
Initial Meeting at 
Carnegie Public Library 
October 7 and 8, 1913 
TUESDAY EVENING—Reception 8 o’clock 

WEDNESDAY MORNING at 9 o’clock 
Trustees Section 
Why I am a trustee — Mr. Begole, Peter 

White Public Library, Marquette 
Better Financial Support — M. D. Cox, 

Spies Public Library, Menominee 
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Cost of Service and Administration: 
The Budget — Mr. Merlin Wiley, 
Carnegie Public Library, Sault Ste. 
Marie 
Amount needed for books — F. H. 
Kearney, Carnegie Public Library, 
Ironwood 
The Ideal Library Trustee — Mr. Beld- 
en, Ishpeming 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 2 o’clock 
The Librarian and the Trustee — Miss 
Ada Shelly, Sault Ste. Marie. 
The Children’s Room in a small library 
— Miss Ethel Kellow, Painsdale 
Planning the year’s work — Miss Alma 
Olson, Marquette 
Pictures and clippings — Mrs. 
Grierson, Calumet 
The Library and the club — Mrs. Celia 
K. Northrup, Woman’s Club, Mar- 
quette 
Book Symposium 
Books that are interesting as fiction 
—Mrs. Jerome Baylis, President of 
the Board, Bessemer 

Good fiction of the past year — Mrs. 
Nellie Brayton, Ishpeming 


E....S: 


Books for boys and girls — Miss 
Sezerine Wellett, Negaunee 
Submitted by 
Elizabeth Rogers, Librarian 
Ishpeming High School 
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Summer School 


MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 


The program for school librarians is 
available as a minor area of specializa- 
tion (23 quarter hours) at the under- 
graduate and graduate levels. This pro- 
gram is approved and certified by the 
State Department of Public Instruction 
and meets the North Central Associa- 
tion requirements. 

Summer Session begins June 24. For 
further information write to Depart- 
ment of Administrative and Educational 
Services, College of Education. 

Courses are available as both required 
and elective areas of study. In planning 
an individual’s program every effort is 
made to fit the program to the student’s 
needs and professional aspirations as a 
school librarian. 


Required Courses 


Credits 

*AES 401—School Libraries 

AES 403—Reference Material ....3 

*AES 405—Book Selection for 
School Libraries 

AES 407—Organization of Library 
Materials 

*AES 475—Materials and Methods 
of Audio-Visual Instructions 

*AES 599—Workshop in 
Instructional Materials 

*TE 494—Curriculum 
Improvement 


Elective Courses 
*AES 312—Introduction to 
Guidance Services 
*TE 321—Children’s Literature ..3 
*AES 476—Materials and Methods 
of Audio-Visual Instruction 
(Continuation of AES 475) 
*TE 443a—Methods of Reading at 
the Secondary School Level 
*TE 441—Child Growth and 
Development 
*AES 455—Occupational, Educa- 
tional, and Social Information ..3 
*Offered Summer, 1958. 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
_A summer workshop at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan Department of Library 
Science will have as its theme “Library 


Service for Teen Agers.” Topics to be 
considered will be selection of reading 
materials for this age group and meth- 
ods of working with them in school and 
public libraries. Illustrative materials 
will be available and consultants from 
both school and public libraries will be 
present. 

The two week workshop will carry 
two hours of credit in library science 
and may be elected by either teachers 
or librarians who have had courses in 
literature for adolescents or have had 
experience in high schools or public 
libraries working with teen agers. People 
considering attending are urged to 
register as early as possible, A suggested 
reading list will be sent to participants 
when definite registration is received. 


Courses for Special Librarians 

The University of Michigan will offer 
two courses and a workshop of particu- 
lar interest to special librarians in the 
summer of 1958. 

Miss Rose Vormelker, Library Di- 
rector of the Forest City Publishing 
Company, Cleveland, Ohio, will be 
guest lecturer in the first six weeks of 
the summer session, June 23 to August 
1. She will offer two courses — L.S. 
278, Special Libraries, and L.S. 279, 
Business Information Services. 

In the last two weeks of the session, 
August 4 to 15, the Worksho> on 
Mechanization of Information for Re- 
search will be offered by C. D. Gull, 
Information Systems Analyst, Computer 
Department, General Electric Company, 
Phoenix, Arizona. This will compr's2 
lectures on coordinate indexing and its 
use in manual and mechanized informa- 
tion services, integrated with a work- 
shop investigation of these techniques 
and the preparation of a coordinate 
index. Appropriate library experience 
or basic courses in cataloging and classi- 
fication are strongly recommended as 
preparation for the workshop. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Department of Library 
Science. 








Enter With Caution 


(An address by Mrs. Julia Saver, School and Children’s Spring Institute, 
Rochester Public Library, Rochester, N. Y.) 


There is no question in anyone’s mind that we are entering a new era in which 
science will predominate. Actually we are not “entering” but well on the way, 
It is the era that dawned at Hiroshima. We were shot into it without preparation, 
There is little reason for seeing this era as a golden renaissance, as it so well 
could be if all this nuclear power were to be used for purposes other than de- 
struction. 

As in all times of change we feel a restlessness, a dissatisfaction, an urge to 
cuestion and to re-evaluate many things that touch our lives. We are conscious 
that we have also entered into a new era of library development. The change has 
been going just long enough for us to question what values it brings, what values 
of an earlier period it jeopardizes and which of these are worth fighting to re- 
tain. 

The children’s librarian has an orbit. Sometimes, in my better moments, | 
think that it has elements of grandeur. If the children’s librarian is wise she will 
explore that orbit. She will not be dismayed by the trial balloons, the rockets going 
up on all sides. Her orbit is her sphere of influence. 

Too often we are concerned because we realize that we are not doing anything 
“new”. It should not be discouraging that we come back again to the starting 
point. We begin again but always with different children. The children’s librarian 
herself is never the same; she is a little more experienced, because of what she 
has learned from the children who went before. Each child has added to her 
stature. 

Even when we know what our professional purpose in life is, it is not always 
easy to know the scope of that work. We are urged to try experiments, to do 
things in new ways. So much pressure is brought to bear on us that we are 
inclined to doubt ourselves. 


Our Work Should Be Limited to Print 


It is my conviction that we should limit our work to print. Are we right, for 
instance, in resisting the pressures to present movies? To have movies instead 
of story hours? Public relations departments like movies because they make for 
a “story”. Audio-visual departments like them because they extend the use- 
fulness of their resources. 

We have experimented with a vacation film program and a film party at Christ- 
mas and Easter time for a number of years. The children’s librarian previews and 
selects the films with particular reference to their book affiliations. When the 
project is complete we know that what we have done is to provide a morning of 
wholesome entertainment — nothing more. We have not accomplished a thing 
by way of stimulating the children’s interest in books. I wish that we might adhere 
intensively to books, unspectacular though they be in the eyes of the publicity- 
minded. 

To be sure, each media of communication has its place in the development 
of the child. Whenever and wherever books can be introduced by pictures or 
music then of course that is the perfect approach. The complete fusing of the arts 
into a memorable whole is the height of perfection, but I deplore the use of 
movies as a substitute for story-hours. Children now sit in front of a screen for 
several hours a week in schools, in many Sunday schools, at the museum, at 
Scout groups, and at parties. They have TV in their homes and they go to 4s 
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mzny commercial movies as the budget perm‘ts. I cannot see that the library 
has a mandate to supply screen entertainment just because every other organiza- 
tion does. 

What is true of movies in the library applies to a variety of stunts and parties 
and clubs that make for such good publicity AND FOR LITTLE ELSE. The 
span of reading years of the child is too short to leave time for non-essentials. 
Public relations departments have done much for libraries but I think that their 
approach should be reserved for adults. With each new project we must ask 
WHAT IS THERE IN THIS FOR THE CHILDREN THEMSELVES? 

The limits that we set for our work defines to some extent the problems that 
continually face us. In my daily work the principal problems are book selection 
and recruitment. 


The Beok Collection 


Probably the most important thing in our library world is our book collection. 
The more difficult it becomes to find trained children’s librarians, the more 
important it is that the books on our shelves have positive value; that the col- 
lection is not watered down by inferior titles; that it is well-weeded. There must 
be stepping-stone books, but there should be a good reason for every book we 
buy. This, today, is no mean feat. 

There can be too many books. So many are plain exasperating because material 
which should be just one chapter in a book is blown up to full size and becomes 
one of a series. Considering all the birds in the air, the fishes in the seven seas 
and all the animals on all the continents I cannot see that there is room on our 
shelves or room in the reading life of the children to make such purchases neces- 
sary. Three years ago I found that I was watching and evaluating thirty-five series. 


There are still more now. We have been over-supplied with biographies of famous 
and not so famous persons. The sheer number of books to be considered makes 
book selection a task to be reckoned with but from this quantity angle alone we 
have been reinforced in our conviction that A COLLECTION CAN BE TOO 
BIG FOR THE CHILD’S OWN GOOD. 


Composition, Vocabulary and Comics 


There are other practices going around, gaining foothold, that I find disturb- 
ing. One applies to format. This is the use of small letters where good English 
usage requires capitals. A recent anthology followed this design in headings 
and titles of poems, etc. Children who are learning the rules of composition are 
confused. In the library where I work we have not seen a capital on posters for 
years. One small boy commenting on an adult list in which Rochester was written 
with a small letter said, “My teacher says we must use a capital letter, so why 
is this like this?”. We have not found any book printed in such a manner that 
we could not do without. 

Then there is the matter of vocabulary. The basic commodity with which we 
work is words: little words, big words; musical words, harsh onomatopoetic 
words; words with ancient lineage and newly coined words, still shining. Every 
book ever written is the result of putting together words of some one’s choosing. 

A child builds up his vocabulary through all sorts of contacts, and surely the 
comics is one of them. I read comics exhaustively for a few appalling months. 
There were dozens of words that I could not even interpret from the context. 
Words like: rannies, beamish boy, panty-waist talk, moola, a heap, a jack-roller, 
a side-winder, and sentences like this: “After my mouth-piece springs me I gotta 
date to go clubbin”; or “Here’s fresh meat for the chair”. 
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Learning another’s language is considered to be a step toward brotherhoog 
To me it is a frightening thing to realize how very close our children are to 
underworld. I am talking about the comics now only from the point of view @ 
language, but I believe every word that Dr. Wertham has said about them. Whe 
that part of the battle is won, then I believe that we should begin to lie awal 
nights and worry about the “harmless” ones. Dr. Wertham has said that we af 
“retooling for mediocrity”. I think that if ever we are tempted to be tole 
of comics we should remember that phrase. 4 

Few people in the world have the gift of talking to children simply about 
great mystery of language, but we can all see that the books made of such we 
and so put together are within the reach of every child we serve. Word lists a 
text books with vocabulary specifications must be necessary for certain edi 
cational purposes or they would not be used. Librarians, however, are under ng 
obligation to keep children behind those barriers. If children browse and investigate 
and try books that are “too hard for them”, it is all the better. We must be su 
that on our shelves are those superior books, old and new, that will satisfy t 
growing spirit. 


The Librarian’s Reason for Being 


One of our worries today is the difficulty we are having in recruiting young 
people to the profession. Is it not possible that what we are offering does not 
appeal to the kind of person we should wish to attract? When I came to work 
in the library the first thing I heard about were the library gods. My superiors 
respected them. Their respect aroused mine. The library was a place in which 
you were proud to work. You felt a little as if you had been tapped for a very 
special fraternity. Today the best library joke is that of the old-time librarian who@ 
reads the books. Today we lean over backwards to tell our recruits how different) 
everything is; that the place of the librarian of today is outside, making come 
munity contacts. We are deliberately angling for the person who wants change. 
upheaval, excitement and one who is unwilling to learn on the job. The qui 
type who wants to work with books and people, who has stirring within him, @ 
respect for learning; that type of person may be alienated by what seems to him 
a lack of security and poise in the profession. ; 

There is a great change going on in the library world; in organization, im} 
legislation, in standards and personnel, but the children’s librarian’s reason for 
being remains the same. She must bear a large part of the responsibility for pre 
viding a reading public. Her public has more to lose than to gain if she is tempted! 
and distracted by new methods. 3 

Sometimes, when we try so hard to adapt the new techniques to our use bee) 
cause every one else is using them, we forget that they are not necessarily adapt 
able to our needs. We may only be running away from our own job. Panting along: 
behind us, breathing down our necks, come the children with no vocabulary, 107 
appreciation of what a book, a story or a poem can mean. We have been too) 
busy planning a program and publicity to talk with each child, man to man. We" 
have run out on them. 4 

What of the librarian of the future? It is an academic question. It is the librari 
of the present who holds a bit of the future in her hands. 


(edited by Viola K. Fitch, Librarian, Pontiac Senior High School) 
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